“Pimp My Cache Page”

Have you ever looked at a cache page and thought, “That looks so cool! I wish I knew how to make MY cache pages look like this”? Here’s a little html lesson that will take your cache pages from bland to BLING! This will be very basic, maybe even “primitive” html. Simple, but it works. 

The purpose of this lesson is to teach you about some of the simpler html <tags> and “attributes” that change the appearance of your cache pages. A <tag> tells the browser to do something. An “attribute” goes inside the <tag> and tells the browser how to do it. There is always a starting <tag> and a closing </tag> and the browser interprets everything between <tag> and </tag>. 

· Fabulous Fonts
How to change the font you are using. 

**Please note: If the person looking at your cache page DOES NOT have the font you are using installed on their computer they will only see their default font so use fonts judiciously. 

So the first html tags you need to know about are 

<font>Cache page content</font>. 

Next you need to add the “attribute” that will change the font. 

<font face=”impact”>Cache page content</font>
for example, will change all content between the tags to the font Impact:

Cache page content

· Size Does Matter

How to change the size of the font you are using.

To make your font larger (or smaller) you will need to add the size attribute

<font size=“4”>Cache page content</font>
for example, will make all content between the tags very big:

Cache page content

and 

<font size=“1”>Cache page content</font>
will make all content between the tags very small:

Cache page content

· Color Your World

How to change the color of the font you are using.

To change the Color of your font you will have to add the color attribute

<font color=“blue”>Cache page content</font>
OR

<font color=“3300FF”>Cache page content</font>
will change all content between the tags BLUE:

Cache page content

In the first example just using the word “blue” (or “red” or “brown” etc.) will change the font color to a default blue (or red or brown etc.)

The second example uses a 216 Web Safe Color Chart to select the color. The six digit/letter code, “3300FF”, is what your browser uses to interpret the color you want to use.

· To recap the above: 

To change the font type you must add the font “face” attribute. 

To change the font size you must add the font “size” attribute.

To change the font color you must add the font “color” attribute.

Furthermore, you can add all three (or any of the three) to your font tag.

<font face=“impact” size=“3” color=“blue”>Cache page content</font> =

Cache page content

<font size=“3” color=“blue”>Cache page content</font> =

     Cache page content

<font color=“339900” face=“comic sans ms”>Cache page content</font> =

Cache page content
And it doesn’t matter what order the “attributes” are entered. What IS important is that you enter them correctly: attribute=“modifier”
· Other Important html <Tags>
Including Bold, Italic, Underline and the importance of “nesting” tags.

To underline, italicize or (and) make bold your font you will need to add additional <tags>

· Underline:

<u>Cache page content</u> 

will underline everything between the tags:

Cache page content

If you want only the words underlined and not the spaces between, you will have to tag each word 

<u>Cache</u><u>page</u><u>content</u>
will look like:

Cache page content

· Italicize:

<i>Cache page content</i>
will italicize everything between the tags:

Cache page content

If you only one (or a few) words italicized, tag only those words.

Cache page <i>content</i> 

will look like:

Cache page content
· Bold:

<b>Cache page content</b>
will make bold everything between the tags:

Cache page content
If you only one (or a few) words bolded, tag only those words.

<b>Cache</b> page content 

will look like:

Cache page content

· “Nesting” your tags

You can use any or all of the above tags in any combination but if you do use more than one, it is important that you “nest” your tags rather than “overlapping” your tags. For example:

<b><i><u>Cache page content</u></i></b>  
doesn’t confuse your browser like 

<b><i><u>Cache page content</b></i></u>  

or even worse

<b><i><u>Cache page content</i></b></u>  
· To recap the above:
<u> </u> underlines everything between the tags

<i> </i> italicizes everything between the tags

<b> </b> bolds everything between the tags

“Nesting” your tags is good. Overlapping or mixing up your tags is bad.

<b><i><u>Cache page content</u></i></b> =

Cache page content

<b><u>Cache</u> <u>page</u> <u>content</u></b> =

Cache page content

And, just for the fun of it, to show you how you can use these tags and the font tag and attributes together:

<b><u><font size=“3” face=“comic sans ms” color=“purple”> Cache</u> <u>page</u> <u>content</font></u></b> =

Cache page content

So now you know how to change your font face, size and color and how to underline, italicize and bold your font. Now on to line breaks, paragraph tags, alignments and centering.

· Proper Paragraphing

Including how to format the text of your cache page to look like you want it to. Line Breaks, Paragraph Tags, Paragraph Aligning and Centering.

· Line Breaks

One thing you need to know is that the browser doesn’t recognize formatting. Unless you tell it otherwise it just displays characters in a steady stream. If you want to start a new line you have to use the line break tag: <br>

If you just type in:

Cache

Page

Content

you will end up with:

Cache Page Content

because the browser does not know that you want the words exactly as you typed them in. But if you type:

Cache<br>
Page<br>
Content<br>

Or

Cache<br>Page<br>Content

you will end up with:

Cache

Page 

Content

If you want blank lines between each line of text you will have to put in additional line break tags. Type:

Cache<br>
<br>

Page<br>
<br>

Content<br>
And you will end up with:

Cache

Page 

Content

You can add as many line break tags <br> as you want to get as much space as you need between lines of text. 

· Paragraph Tag

The paragraph tags are very simple: 

<p>Cache page content</p>

It doesn’t do a whole lot except contain your paragraph and with most browsers, starting a new paragraph with a Paragraph Tag places a space between paragraphs.

<p>Cache page content</p>
<p>More cache page content</p>

Will look like:

Cache page content

More cache page content

So what good is it, you say? That looks a whole lot like the Line Break thingy. Well, it is, except that with the Paragraph Tag you can ALIGN a whole paragraph to the LEFT, RIGHT or CENTER.

· Paragraph Aligning and Centering

To align the paragraph you will need to add the “align attribute” to your paragraph tag:

<p align=“left”>Cache page content</p> 

will look like:

Cache page content

<p align=“center”>Cache page content</p>
will look like:

Cache page content

<p align=“right”>Cache page content</p>
Will look like:

Cache page content

Another, simpler way, to center text (or anything, really) on your cache page is the <center> tag.

<center>Cache page content</center>

will center everything between the tags. Furthermore you can add any or all of the other tags you’ve already learned about:

<center><b><font size=“3” color=“purple>Cache page content</font></b></center>

(please note the “nested” tags) 

will give you this:

Cache page content

· To recap the above:
<p> </p> are your Paragraph Tags.

<p align=“left”> </p> will align your paragraph to the Left side of your cache page.

<p align=“right”> </p> will align your paragraph to the Right side of your cache page.

<p align=“center”> </p> will align your paragraph to the Center of your cache page.

<center> </center> will align anything between the two tags to the center of your cache page.

· Image is Everything

How to add pictures to the background of cache and Travel Bug and how to add images that will enhance the content of the cache page. 

· Background Images – Uploading Images to Geocaching.com

1. Upload your chosen image from your computer to the cache page you are designing by clicking on the “Upload Images” link in the upper right-hand corner of your cache page.

2. Click on the “Browse” button to find the file you have the image saved in.

3. Select the image you want to use and click on “Open”. This will copy the location of your image into the “File” box on the “Uploading for Cache Listing” page.

4. Add a caption in the “File Caption” box. This way, if you should upload multiple images you will be able to easily tell them apart. A simple 1, 2, 3 works just as well as anything else.

5. If you want to you can type something in the “File Description” box but this is not necessary.

6. Click the “Upload” button. If your image file is small it will not take very long to upload. If the image file is too big gc.com will resize it for you but very slowly. It is best if your image is 125k or 600 pixels wide or smaller.
7. After the image has successfully uploaded go back to your cache listing. Near the bottom just below the map links will be a new link for your picture. (Sometimes the link does not show up immediately but if I have found that if you click on “Edit Attributes” then on “Update Attributes” at the bottom of the page and finally on “View Listing” at the top of the page when you get back to your listing, the link will be there.)

8. Click on the link for your image (NOT the “Edit” link). This will bring up the image in a new window.

9. Highlight the address of the image, which is at the top of the page (http://img.geocaching.com/cache etc, etc, etc) and copy this address to your clipboard.

10. Go back to your cache listing and click on “Edit Listing”.

11. Paste the address you just copied into the “Background Image  URL” box – the seventh box from the top – and go to the bottom of the page, checkmark the two boxes on the left and click on “Edit Listing”. When you next click on “View Listing” your chosen background image will be in place!

· Background Images – Uploading Images to an Image-Hosting Site
1. Choose an image-hosting site. Personally, I use photobucket.com but there are others that are just as good.

2. Upload your chosen images to the site.

3. Photobucket.com provides the needed HTML code – all you have to do is click on the code you want & it is automatically copied to your clipboard.

4. Paste the copied HTML into the “Background Image URL” box.

5. Follow the rest of the instructions in Step 11 above.

· Background Images For Travel Bug Pages

Did you know that you could change the background of your Travel Bug pages? Well you can. The process is similar to the one for background images for cache pages but there is a significant difference. Here’s what you do:

1. Upload your chosen background image to Geocaching.com or your chosen image-hosting site.

2. Click “Edit This Item” on your Travel Bug page.

3. Type in this HTML code: <body background="X"> in the “Mission” box of the “Edit your Travel Bug” page.
4. Paste the URL of your chosen background image where the “X” is

5. Click on the “Submit Changes” button then return to the Travel Bug listing to view your new background image. 

6. Here’s something cool: you can “fix” the background image so the page just scrolls over it. All you have to do is add style=“background-attachment:fixed” to the <body> tag. 

      Eg: <body background="X" style=“background-

             attachment:fixed”>
· Standard Cache Page Images

Adding images to your cache page it’s self is a similar and yet different process. You will need to follow steps 1 thru 10 in the “Uploading Images to Geocaching.com” section or 1 thru 3 in the “Uploading Images to an Image Hosting Site” section. At this point the process differs in this way:

11. Type in this html code: <img src=“X”> in
  the “Long Description” section of your cache page. Place it in the text    

  where you want the picture to appear.
12.  Paste the address you just copied where the “X” is.

13.  If you want the image to be centered, you will need to use the <p  
                                      align= tag you     learned about in the previous chapter:

  <p align=“center”><img src=“X”></p>
  To the left:

  <p align=“left”><img src=“X”></p>
  To the right:

  <p align=“right”><img src= “X” ></p>
14. If you do not want the annoying border that will automatically show up if you don’t specifically tell it NOT to you will have to add border=“0” after the “X” and before the >:

 <img src=“X” border=“0”>
Of course, if you WANT the border or even want it to be bigger just increase the number: border=“2”, border=“3”, etc.

Thus,

        <p align=“center”><img src=“X” border=“0”></p>

will give you a centered picture with no border.

· Signature Lines, Organization Logos & Statistics Bar

A lot of cachers like to add signature lines, organization logos and statistics bars to their cache pages. 

Signature Lines are a personal choice and you must create the design image yourself or have someone create one for you. 

Organization Logos are created by someone in the organization and are then made available for common use. Mike Griffin (Brawny Bear) has created the current SLAGA logo. 

To create your own Statistics Bar, go to your Geocaching Account page. On the right side of the page, under “Account Options” you will see a link that says “View My Stats Bar” Click on this and you will go to a page where you can modify your Stats Bar a bit. Click on “Generate Stats Bar” and HTML will be generated that you can copy & paste onto any cache page or profile page.

To add these kinds of images on your cache pages simply follow the above instructions for putting images on cache pages. The good thing is that once you have the code on a cache page you will only have to copy from the first page & paste it onto subsequent ones – no need to ever type out the code again.

· Marquees

Here’s a fun effect: 

<marquee>Your image source or text here</marquee> This tag scrolls your image or text to the left across your cache page. 

Add behavior="alternate" and the image or text will bounce back and forth. direction="right", "up" or "down" will change the direction of the scroll. 

For a colored background add bgcolor="X". “X” = your chosen background color.

To change the speed add scrollamount="X". “X” = a number – the higher the number the faster the scroll.  10 is really faster than I like. If you do not add the scrollamount="X" attribute your image or text will scroll at the default speed which IMHO is quite fast enough.
· To recap the above:

· Upload an image to your cache page or to an image-hosting site.

· Paste its address into “Background URL” for background images on cache pages.

· Use <body background="X"> ( “X” = your pictures address) in the “Mission” box for background images on Travel Bug pages.
· Use <img src=“X”> ( “X” = your pictures address) in your “Long Description” for a cache page image.

· Use <p align=“left”, “center” or “right” to align your images for cache pages.

· Use border=“0” to eliminate the annoying border or border=“2” or “3” or whatever if you actually want it.

· Add Signature Lines, Organizational Logos & Statistics Bars to “Personalize” your cache pages.

· For a fun effect, Marquee some of your images or text using <marquee> X </marquee> (X = your image source code or text)

· For more fun add bgcolor="X" (“X” = your chosen background color) for colored Marquees or behavior="alternate" for bouncing Marquees.
· Lovely Links
How to put links on the cache page, including how to turn a picture into a link.  

· Simple Links

Say you want to add a Link to your cache page; for example, you have a puzzle cache where you have to solve a jigsaw puzzle in order to get the final coordinates for the cache and the jigsaw puzzle is located on another web site. How do you do that?

Type in the words you want to use as the link:

Click Here

Add a set of anchor tags: <a> </a>

<a>Click here</a>

Add the URL: http://www.etc… and specify it like thus: href=“url”. The html for your link will now look like this:

<a href=“http://www.etc…” >Click here</a>

Click here will now look rather like Click here but is now an ACTIVE link which, when clicked on, will take you to the URL you associated with it.

· Images as Links

Ok, lets get fancy! Instead of making words (Click Here) your link, you want to have people click on the image you just put into your cache page to get to that jigsaw puzzle which has the final coordinates. How do you do that?

Start with your image

<p align=“center”><img src=“X” border=“0”></p>

Add your anchor tags:

<a><p align=“center”><img src=“X” border=“0”></p></a>


Add the URL and specify it:

<a href=“http://www.etc…”><p align=“center”><img src=“X”

border=“0”></p></a>



Your picture is now an Active link.

· To recap the above:
<a href=“http://www.etc…” >Click here</a> will create an Active Link.

<a href=" http://www.etc…”><p align=“center”><img src=“X”

border=“0”></p></a> will turn an image into an Active Link.

Note: Geocaching.com has an automatic html editor that will “correct” what it thinks is incorrect html if it “understands” what you are trying to do. Lately it usually adds rel=“nofollow” to any link I have created, thus:

<a  rel=“nofollow” href=“http://www.etc…” > = Active Link

<a rel=“nofollow” href=“http://www.etc…”><p align=“center”><img        

src=“X” border=“0”></p></a> = Image as Active Link

I don’t know exactly what rel=“nofollow” does or why gc.com adds it but, as I stated above, it does it automatically and it doesn’t seem to affect the links negatively.

· To List or not to List

How to create lists, ordered and unordered, for the cache page.

Another useful tool for dressing up your cache page is a list. There are Ordered lists and Unordered lists.

To make an Ordered list you start with “ordered list tags” <ol> </ol>: 
<ol>

</ol>

Now, between your “ordered list tags” type the “list tag” <li> and your list items like this:

<ol>

<li>Red

<li>Blue

<li>Green

<li>Purple

</ol>

Or like this:

<ol><li>Red<li>Blue<li>Green<li>Purple</ol>
Use either method and your Ordered list will look like this:

1. Red

2. Blue

3. Green

4. Purple

To Make an Unordered list you start with “unordered list tags” <ul> </ul>

<ul>

<ul>

Between your “unordered list tags” type the “list tag” <li> and your list items like this:

<ul>

<li>Red

<li>Blue

<li>Green

<li>Purple
<ul>

Or like this:

<ul><li>Red<li>Blue<li>Green<li>Purple</ul>
Use either method and your Unordered list will look like this:

· Red

· Blue

· Green

· Purple

· To recap the above:
<ol> </ol> To make an ordered list.
<ul> </ul> To make an unordered list.

<li> heads up all list items.

· Secrets, Secrets, Secrets

How to hide a message in a picture and how to hide messages that can only be seen under “View Source”. 

Ooh, Now we’re getting into the fun stuff! In this section you will learn how to hide messages that will show up only when you hover your mouse arrow over an image. *Note: this trick DOES NOT work on Mac computers! And the effect is totally ruined if someone is using a text only browser. 

You will also learn now to place a note into your html text that WILL NOT show up on your cache page. Why would you ever want to do that? To hide a message about how to solve your puzzle cache or perhaps the coordinates or anything you like.

· Pop-up message in a cache page image using the alt attribute:

Start with your image html:

<p align=“center”><img src=“X” border=“0”></p>

Add the alt attribute:

<p align=“center”><img src=“X” border=“0” alt= “place your message here”></p>

And now, when you hover your mouse arrow over your image, what ever message you typed between the quotation marks will appear briefly. Keep the message short so the whole can be easily read.

· Placing a message in your html text using the comment tag:

All comments must start with this tag: <!-- and end with this one: --> These are your comment tags. So if you should type:

“This is my cache page but I’m not going to tell you where the cache is. It is hidden somewhere and the coordinates are hidden somewhere. All you have to do is find the coordinates and then you can go and find the cache. Ha ha ha!!! Good luck! The coordinates are so well hidden you will never find them!”

And then add in your comments with the comment tags - <!--comment here --> :
“This is my cache page but I’m not going to tell you where the cache is. It is hidden somewhere and the coordinates are hidden somewhere. <!--The coordinates of the cache are hidden right here-->  All you have to do is find the coordinates and then you can go and find the cache. Ha ha ha!!! Good luck! The coordinates <!--N 38° 35.123, W 090° 24.789 --> are so well hidden you will never find them!”

Your comments will be invisible on your cache page unless viewed under “View Source”. The browser will ignore anything between <!-- and -->. All that will be seen on the cache page is what you see in the first paragraph.
· To recap the above:
The alt attribute - alt= “x” added to an image will place a “hidden” message into the image – under most circumstances.

The comment tag - <!--x --> added to the html text of your cache page will place a hidden message to your text  that can only be seen under View Source.
· Everything I know, I learned from PageTutor.com
This is my favorite online html tutor site.

PageTutor.com is an html tutor site that I found a few years ago. It is chock full of basic html lessons that you can read and try out for your self. It is very step-by-step and simple to follow along with. At this point I usually just click on the Site Map to find what html code, tag or attribute I am looking for. There is a LOT more html codes, tags and attributes than those introduced here but this will get you started.
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